STATEMENT OF FAITH

BETH EHLERS

My faith centers on the belief that I am a Child of God and I belong to God who loves me.  God’s love is ever present, extravagant, and abundant.  The depth of God’s love is hard to fathom.  God has more love to share than any of us can comprehend.  In all I do and say, I need to share the love of God because God is love.  As everyone is created in God’s image, I believe we need only catch a glimpse of God in each person in order to love them.  While this is not always easy, when we are mindful of this, it makes following the Great Commandment to love God and others a little easier. 

I receive inspiration by the Holy Spirit and strength from God to do what is God’s will.  God knows that I struggle and yet God is there to walk with me.  I believe that pain and suffering is an opportunity for us to grow closer to God and not a way for God to punish us.  My faith is strengthened when I turn to God in times of trouble and allow the Holy Spirit to bring peace.  
No matter how far I stray or how far I may run, I cannot escape God.  God is in everything.  God’s image is in the people and in the trees and in all that God created, seen and unseen.  I believe that when I look for God, it is easy to see that God is everywhere.  All I need to do is look.
God has a sense of humor and loves to hear us laugh.  For me, I feel the divine presence in joy and laughter.  My faith is a blessing and is a joy to be celebrated for God has done awesome things.  
I believe in God the Son, Jesus, who was human and divine.  Jesus is the example of how we are to live and his teachings help us to do that.  I believe that Jesus died for all who believe in him.  I believe that Jesus rose from the dead and will come again some day.

Through Christ’s death and resurrection, I believe that all of God’s children are connected and share a bond that is very deep.  It is experienced when we share communion.  I believe in the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sin, and life everlasting.
Through baptism, we are claimed by God.  Baptism is by God’s grace and allows us to respond to God’s love and call in our lives.  Baptism is an expression of our covenant with God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit.  When we are baptized in Christ, we are a new creation.   

I believe that having a spiritual life means having an active relationship with God, studying scripture, and being aware of God’s presence in one’s life and in the world.  It is seeing God in all one does, in one’s relationships, one’s speaking, one’s working, and in the details of one’s day to day life.  I believe a spiritual life includes God in everything.  While my relationship with God is personal, it is not private and I need to share my faith by living it out in the community.
I believe that when we are mindful of God’s presence, we can act in a way that is pleasing to God.  When we can act in ways that are pleasing to God, the kingdom of God draws near.  I believe we need to live as though the kingdom of God isn’t a destination but a quality for living. 
